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Dear Senator Biden: A OFFl

This is in reply to your letter of February 3, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your comstituent, William E. Jordan, regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) im PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensivé changes to the Commission's Rules

governing the private land moblle radio services operating in the frequency
bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody

i regulatorv concenfs hased an veatetvyear's techuoloev and. unless changed. will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
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wide variety of proposals deslgned to increase channel capacity, to promote

more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels. :

~

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stome. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I

have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Jordan is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. " In short, we expect there would be no

adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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" JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.
DELAWARE

; &(7 ’\7)‘)
Rnited States Senate f !

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0802

February 3, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs

Federal Communications Commission
Room 808

- 1919 M Street N.W.
wWashington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Mr. William E. Jordan, a constituent, has contacted me
regarding the frequencies of radio controlled airplanes.
Enclosed for your review is a copy of his letter.

I would appreciate your comments to his concerns. Any
information you may be able to provide would be helpful.

If you
have any questions regarding this request, please contact Cara
Nader of my staff at 224-5042.

inefrely .

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.

United States Senator
Enclosure
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%WILLIAM E. JORDAN
2422 WEST PARRIS’ DRIVE
. WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19808
£ # 302 994-0239
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January 29, 1993

The Honorable Joseph Biden
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Biden:
RE: PR Docket 92-235

My hobby is building and flying radio controlled
model a1rp1anes. I am 61 years o0ld and have been keenly
interested in airplanes and aviation as long as I can

remember. Some of my favorlte planes were the fighters of WW
II. '

Radio controlled airplanes operate on frequencies in the 72-76
MHz band. This band is used primarily for private land
dispatch operations. However, our airplane frequencies are far
enough apart from the mobile frequencies that we do not
interfere with one another.

The FCC now wants to re-arrange these frequencies, as per the
above mentioned document. If this plan is adopted, airplane
and other radio controlled model frequencies (boats and surface
vehicles) would be severely restricted by increased numbers of
mobile fregquencies. This would cause overlap and interférence
on all frequencies. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 will be left if the new rules are adopted.

The most important consideration in this situation is one of
safety. Please understand that model airplanes can have wing
spans of 10 feet or more. Some model sailplanes (gliders), for
example, can span over 20 feet. They are not toys. These
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control wh;le flying one of these (or even smaller ones, for
that matter), they are capable of causing property damage,
personal inJury, or, God forbid, even death.

Model alrplane flyers go to great lengths to assure the safety
of bystanders, operators, and the protection of property. 1If
these proposed changes take effect, safe operation of radio
controlled aircraft would be severely jeopardized.
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I respectfully request you adopt a p081t1on opposing PR-Docket

92-235. ii | -
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% Sincerely, :
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William E. Jordgn
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ifor any cons%deration given this matter.
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